
A ttendance at Monthly Pub Walks  varied at 
the beginning of the year, but the influx of 

new members has undoubtedly improved 
things.   Although some of our older members can 
no longer participate in the walks, they are always 

welcome and often join the walkers for lunch in 
the pub afterwards. Our thanks go to John 
Keayes who has overall charge of our walks pro-
gramme.The list of sessions for the year included 
the following. 
Dell Quay & the Chichester Yacht basin (John 
Keayes), Lancing & Shoreham Harbour & 
beach  (Ted Fisher), South Downs & Kithurst Hill 
(Graham Moss), East Pulborough (John Howard, 
Bramber, Upper Beeding & the River Adur (Roger 
Millard), Two golf course around West Chiltington 
(Alan Jeffs), Bax Castle near Southwater – sadly 
only two walkers turned up!(Ian Ferguson), Dunc-
ton area (Jim Heath), West Dean & the South 
Downs Way (John Keayes), Angmering Estate 
(Mike Brett). 
 

L unch-time Speakers, most efficiently organ-
ised by John Keayes, have been fascinating, 

stimulating and educative this year.    They includ-
ed several lady guest speakers  such as Cherry 
Greveson (Bomber Command); a most informa-
tive talk by Katy Bourne (Sussex Police and 
Crime Commissioner); and a very entertaining 
talk by Ann Chance (Petticoat Pilot) on getting 
and keeping her Private Pilot’s Licence.    Bill Av-
enall gave us an interesting insight into Christ’s 
Hospital, including dressing up our Programme 
Secretary in the archaic uniform of the ‘Bluecoat 
School’.    Steve Richards (Night Sky) started off 
the new year with some stunning photographs of 
what can be seen from the garden on a clear 
night with the aid of binoculars.  In February we 
heard about  Roman life at Bignor Villa, complete 
with our speakers dressed in Roman Costume 
and with a display of domestic tools of the period. 
At our penultimate lunch meeting in April, our 
Vice Chairman, Rob Golding gave a most inter-
esting talk.  Entitled  'A Sort of Retrospective' , he 
covered personal events and experiences that led 
him up to and through his career.  He described 
the influences, with some personal observations 
on the people he worked with, that took him from 
amateur film maker into working in music record-
ing studios, starting and running his own video 
production company and some of his photograph-
ic exploits in retirement.   It was a great example 
of the talent we have within our Club.    
Altogether a good year, thank you  John.     
 
 

T he 22nd Anniversary Dinner of the Club at 
West Sussex Golf Club was indeed a gala oc-

casion.   Some sixty people including Members, 
partners, Associates and Guests attended.  By a 
quarter past six in the evening the bar was crowd-
ed with elegant people having an aperitif, finding 
their table or ordering their wine for the meal.  The 
buzz of conversation as people mingled and ex-

changed news augured well for 
what was to follow.   We  went 
in for dinner at seven o’clock to 
the strains of  a Harpist,  Mar-
garet Watson, who was to en-
tertain us throughout the meal 
and afterwards.    The music 
was not intrusive but provided a 
wonderful background to a 
most pleasant evening.   The 
food was excellent, promptly 

served and hot—no mean feat when catering for 
those numbers.    
As coffee was served, the speeches began.  Ar-
thur French, our outgoing Chairman, proposed 
the Loyal Toast followed by a toast to ‘The La-
dies’.    He thanked them for their support during 
the year and also paid tribute to his Managemnt 
Committee for all their hard work.   Rob Golding, 
Vice Chairman, on behalf of the Club, presented 
flowers to Pat French and also to Ann Hayes, 
who had been a great help during the year.    In 
her response, Pat broke with tradition and pro-
posed a toast to ’The Men’,  which the ladies 
drank with enthusiasm !     Final thanks deserved-
ly went to Graham Moss for his impeccable or-
ganisation of the evening, (which Arthur drily ob-
served he had achieved by telling rather than ask-
ing the Management Committee what it wanted!). 
But subsequent feedback re-inforced the feeling 
that it was one of the best dinners the Club had 
ever enjoyed.   Well done Graham! 

Chactonbury Probus Club is in good form.   
Our membership is up, we have a full and in-
teresting programme ahead and can look to 
the future with optimism and enthusiasm.  
Thanks to all who make it so, our Members….. 
The Journal is written and edited by Tim Hulbert and Keith Hamson 
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The AGM was held at Bramber on 12th May 2016.   Peter Hayes formally handed 
over his chain of office to Arthur French.    In doing so Peter expressed his thanks 
to Ted Fisher for taking on the role of Vice-Chairman on a temporary basis at the 
beginning of the Club’s year.  Other  officers elected were as follows: Rob Golding 
(Vice Chairman), Derek Hiscoke (Secretary), John Gilbert (Treasurer) and Bob  
Minter (Social Committee Chairman).    

 
  

w e record with great sadness the deaths of 
two members of long standing.   In 2016  

Peter Cook died after a long battle with cancer.   
He was a former Chairman of the Club as well as 
events organiser and for many years organised 
our bowling events and theatre trips.     

We reported last year that Peter Wood 
had moved to a residential home near 
to his daughter.   Sadly we heard of his 
death, quite suddenly, early in 2017.  
Several members had visited him since 
he moved. At his funeral in Findon, his 
daughter publicly thanked the Club for their sup-
port of Peter and the family. 

A northern offshoot of our Club has developed.in 
Yorkshire! We hear Brian Davis and his wife 

Kathy, David and Felicite White, and John & 
Gillie Collyer meet for lunch in Harrogate from 
time to time to renew old acquaintance and to 
catch up with news of old friends down here.    It 
says something for the strength of friendships 
made in the Club that they can survive transporta-
tion to the frozen North! 

T his year we have had a very successful and 
varied social programme. 

Towards the end of June, Peter Hayes arranged 
a three hour boat cruise on the River Thames, 
which departed from and returned to Windsor Lei-
sure Centre, on the iconic 'Georgian'. He now re-
ports as follows:  
“We assembled a party of thirty-five members and 
ladies in West Chiltington Village Hall car park, 
boarding a Roadmark luxury coach, before making 
our way to Cobham services on the M25.  After 
coffee and lunch we left Cobham in good time to 

A rthur French, in accepting 
the Chain of Office paid 

warm tribute to Peter Hayes, 
not only for being a difficult act 
to follow but also for the consid-
erable help he and his wife Anne 
had given him in his short period 
of preparation for office.  He pre-

sented Peter with a bottle of wine as a personal 
‘thank you’ to the two of them. 

The concern we all shared a couple of years ago 
regarding the Club's declining membership has now 
been relieved by the recruitment of new members. 
This includes a further five new people we wel-
comed this year, who not only seem to have settled 
in, but are already playing an active part in the 
Club's activities. (Incidentally, our average attend-
ance at monthly lunch meetings this year was thirty-
four.)        New Members are: 

Laki Marangos    

Former IT manager. Interests include Golf, Cro-
quet, Walking, Football, Theatre/Cinema, Wine 
Tasting, Politics and Bridge! 

 

Jeff Ward   

   

     Clive Jones 

 

 

Peter Meadows      

Sussex born—returned 3 years ago.  Scientist , 
Production Manager for specialist scientific in-
struments. 

Simon Powlson 

Worked in local government for 16 years be-
fore moving to the private sector helping local 
authorities improve services for children and 
adults. 

Senior Operations Manager for BT.  Interests 
include Classic Cars, Theatre & Cinema, DIY & 
Gardening, National Trust. 

Pharmacist. Interests include travel, photog-
raphy, gardening, music, croquet & computers. 

M embership now stands at 44 although two 
long standing colleagues are moving.   John 

and Gillie Collyer are moving to Exeter shortly.   
They have been good friends of the club for many 
years and will be missed, though we hope they 
will keep in touch.    Ron Jones, a member for 
many years, has  asked to go on the Associate 
list as he is no longer able to attend meetings reg-
ularly.   We look forward to seeing him and his 
wife Rosie, whenever they are able to join us. 



join the 'Georgian' for 
the cruise. There was a 
running commentary 
during the journey and 
we passed through two 
locks, before turning 
round at Bray. On the 
return leg we were 

served a delicious afternoon 
tea, by an Edwardian maid, 
suitably dressed for the 
part!”  Many thanks to you 
Peter for arranging things.   
We also enjoyed a glass of 
sparkling wine at lunchtime 
with the compliments of Tim 
& Jane Hulbert, whose wed-

ding anniversary it was.   We of course drank their 
health. 
 

J uly heralded a much en-
joyed trip to Stanstead 

Park, arranged by Mike Brett, 
who reports as follows:    
 “This Edwardian Grade 2 
listed building set in eighteen 
hundred acres provided an interesting day out for 
our twenty-seven members and guests. The day 
started with coffee, served in the Pavilion Tea-
room. This was followed by a walk around the es-
tate paths. Following a false start however, some 

members decided to opt out and take in the orna-
mental garden rather than risk being stranded in 
the woods! The hardier part of the group took on 
Mike's challenge and after a couple of hours, they 
duly arrived back at the tearoom in time for a well 
earned lunch. After the meal, we were all given an 
introductory talk and then explored the 
house.”  Our thanks to you Mike. 
 

G raham Moss led our September trip to the 
RAF Museum at Hendon.  A Roadmark coach 

was again our means of transport for the thirty-two 
folk who attended, and the choice for them on arri-
val was either the Museum or the nearby Brent 
Cross Shopping Cenre.  Unfortunately, the Bomb-
er Hall in the museum was closed that day, but 
there were many other facilities and displays, 

which were extremely well pre-
sented.  The format of the day 
enabled people to walk about 
at their own pace and absorb 
as much as or as little infor-
mation as wanted.  

Graham said “many of the guests were able to 
reminisce about their own earlier years, with such 
memories brought to life by much of what was on 
offer at the museum”.         Many thanks Graham. 
 

O ctober, as usual saw a splendid Ladies Invitation 
Lunch at Worthing Golf Club, organised again by 

Graham Moss.  He writes as follows: “In the sun 
drenched dining room, with lovely views of the golf 
course outside, our fifty-eight members and ladies en-
joyed a delightful three course lunch. Most were able 
to catch up and enjoy each other's company in a very 
relaxed atmosphere. Most of the guests enjoyed their 
meal, but feedback suggested that some guests who 
chose the fish course were disappointed.  This will be 
taken into account in future menu planning.” Thanks 
again Graham. 

 

I an Gibson, one of our newer members, 
took the plunge by organising a most inter-

esting trip to Winchester in November.   He 
writes “On a dry but chilly day, thirty five 
Members, Associates and guests travelled 

by luxury coach through scenic West Sussex and 
Hampshire to the Bombay Sapphire Distillery at La-
verstoke Mill on the River Test. After a welcome cof-
fee, our two groups were shown every aspect of the 
distillery process by extremely knowledgeable and ex-
perienced guides.  We saw everything from the botani-

cals used in gin production through to the actual distil-
lation. We ended the visit with a complimentary tailor 
made cocktail.     We then drove the few miles to Win-
chester in time for a late lunch and a couple of hours 
at the Christmas Market.“     It was a well organised 
trip and we look forward to him organising more next 
year.   Thank you Ian. 

D ecember saw a busy round of Christmas activi-
ties.   First came the lunch at Foxbridge , ably or-

ganised once again by Bob Minter who writes:        
“Fifty-one members associates and guests gathered at 
Foxbridge Golf Club for an informal lunch. We decided 
against a round of golf as in previous years this had 
resembled a game of ice hockey or water polo!  We 
concentrated instead on enjoying an excellent meal 
shared with many friends in the warm club atmos-
phere“. 

We had our regular Festive Lunch at Bramber, where 
we expressed our thanks to the staff at the Old Toll-
gate for the excellent service they give us throughout 
the year. 

T here was an almost oversized turnout for the 
Chairman’s Coffee Morning the week before 

Christmas at the Queen’s Head Pub in West Chilting-
ton.  We were made very welcome.  

It was Noisy, Christmassy and Very Enjoyable ! 

 W e caught our breath socially in January but 
2017 really started in February with Ten Pin 

Bowling.  John Gilbert (just out of hospital 
after a hip operation) assembled a group which 
included thirty-seven from our own club and 
eleven from Storrington & District Probus at the 
Out of Bounds Leisure Centre, Rustington.  The 
event was accurately described as boisterous, 
exciting and competitive.  Above all, it was most 
enjoyable, thanks again to the tireless John Gil-
bert.  Most of the players retired afterwards to 
enjoy lunch together at the local pub. Prize win-
ners that day acknowledged by a still boisterous 
crowd included Rob Golding and Laki Marangos 
under the men's banner, standing beside the 
equally jubilant ladies including Jean Minter and 
Helen Keayes.  What were their prizes?  Bottles 
of wine of course!!  So well done John, do it 
again next year please!! 
 

C all My Wine Bluff was a fun evening in 
March when thirty-three members and two 

guests came together in Storrington Old School 
for what was essentially a light-hearted wine 
tasting.  The event was arranged by Ray Par-
ker.  Five teams of six were invited to taste wine 
poured for them at their table and then attempt-
ed to judge which of the three 'experts' was tell-
ing the truth when describing the wines tasted. 
The three experts were of course Messrs Par-
ker, Hayes and Fisher They adopted a range of 
subterfuge from  'very serious' facial expressions 
to one rubbing the side of his nose as he 
spoke!  Needless to say, the exchanges became 
very noisy!  Most of us were eventually able to 
see through their artful presentations!  Tables 
scored points on guessing who was telling the 
truth. As two of the tables scored similar results, 
each of them received a prize!  Anne Hayes pre-

pared a most tasty supper for everyone to con-
clude a most enjoyable evening. Ray’s team in-
cluded three of our recent newcomers to the 
Club as wine waiters  So many thanks to Ray 
and all his helpers for a most successful, bucolic 
evening!  
 

A pril 27th was the day of the Club’s Annual 
Dinner  held at the West Sussex Golf Club.   

Graham Moss was once again in charge of ar-
rangements which resulted in one of the best 
occasions the club has ever shared.   The food 
was first class, the company in good form and 
the organisation impeccable.   Well done Gra-
ham!    
Details and photographs on the back page…... 

G olf is an interest shared by a number of our 
Members and has always played a part in our 

social activities.   Events in the Club's golf cal-
endar are now covered by new member Alan 
Jeffs, who now reports as follows: 

“Golfing activities in 2016 con-
sisted of two very successful 
events, one held in France 
and one closer to home in 
Worthing, albeit both with 
slightly fewer participants than 
previous years.        The an-
nual trip to the Continent tar-

geted three courses close to Boulogne in mid 
August to compete for the Roy Ward tro-
phy.  The trip over the channel was uneventful 
with a smooth crossing both ways (we went 
through the tunnel!).  Arthur French's choice 
of both hostelry and courses was excellent, 
and everyone enjoyed three good rounds of 
golf. All agreed that the cumulative score of 
David Thatcher over the three days fully war-
ranted his place on the victors rostrum!”    
 

T he Doug Charles trophy was skilfully orga-
nized by John Keayes 

and was held at Hill Barn golf 
course in the Autumn.  The 
weather was kind with little 
wind on the exposed and 
undulating South Downs 
course.  The picture shows 
Paul Hayward, David Thatcher 
and John Howard all stuck in the same bun-
ker! The victor on the day was Alan Jeffs.  
 

I t became apparent to all the golfers that the 
annual trip to the continent in 2017 would 

likely not have enough participants to be fi-
nancially viable. So this year both events are 
to be staged locally and spread throughout 
the playing season.  Hopefully, this will attract 
a few more players from among our newer 
members.  Together with a revitalized inter 
Probus golf competition, in 2018 we might 
have more options to play golf and socialize 
together.  Many thanks Alan, it sounds very 
promising. 
 
Monthly Coffee Mornings have varied in at-
tendance though still with adequate numbers.  
At the end of last year we moved  our venue 
to the Queen’s Head pub at West Chiltington, 
where we were very well looked after.   . How-
ever, the Chairman's Christmas Coffee Morn-
ing attracted a very large gathering, which 
demonstrated the limits on space.  This and a 
change in management resulted in our mov-
ing back to the Roundabout Hotel during the 
year. 
Our thanks, as always, go to Paul Hayward 
for his patience in arranging things. 
 


